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"Feb. 10, 1891.
I am very glad to learn that you are taking up again your old work on Atmospheric Circulation, and that you are proposing to put together what you have written and what you may now add in a new paper. I think I discern your brother's direction turning your thoughts towards this subject."
"EATHMINES, DUBLIN,
26 Deo. 1891.
I am much interested to hear that the paper on Atmosph. Circn. is going forward and that this enquiry is leading to these others about the phenomena connected with the rotation on their axes of the Sun and Jupiter."
Barely two months after the Bakerian Lecture, on May 8th, 1892, he passed away, his active and courageous mind still in pursuit of knowledge. Within a week his youngest daughter Bessie and his beloved and devoted wife followed him.
A most fitting close to this sketch is afforded by the words of Principal Caird in conclusion of his opening sermon to the University of Glasgow in November, 1892. They allude to the three Professors who had died in that year, Sir George McLeod, Dr Grant, and Professor James Thomson.
" I have no intention to-day to lay the individual character and career of each before you, farther than to say in a single sentence that they were one and all men of no little grade in scientific attainment and of most enthusiastic devotion each to his special department, whether as teachers or as original enquirers. All of them were men of pure and lofty character, who drew to themselves the admiration and respect of all connected with them, whether as colleagues or pupils. We, who have been for long-years associated with them in this place, can never cease to cherish their memory. They were devoted to noble ends, and of untiring, unflagging application, and pure and blameless lives. Can such lives be for ever lost to the world ? Are they, and such as they, given to God's Universe only as shadows appearing for a little and then vanishing for ever away ? Has all this lofty intelligence been created only for a few short years of a life—short at the longest—and then to be flung recklessly away ? Can we hold our belief in God after such a thought ? Do you believe it ? When I can believe that man is more wise and merciful than God, and human thought more trustworthy than divine, then, and not till then, will I believe that He spake falsely, who declared ' I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish/"